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Big Rock Open Day 
 

Over 500 people crowded in around Big Rock on a sunny Saturday in March for the first 
special Open Day of the year. 

With Burt’s Barbecue carbonising cows at a fair old lick, 
and the HOG guys leading test-rides across the range 
around the local bye-ways, there was a great laid-back 
feeling to the day which the sounds from the ‘Not-dead-
yet Elvis’ disco did nothing to hamper.. 

Presentations of awards for best modified to Gunar Coe’s 
Sportster and High 
Mileage and most 
squared off tyre to Paul Parkin’s FXDX were followed by a 
parade of Motor Company fashions for 2002 and it was all 
over far too quickly. 

The delayed arrival of the eagerly-awaited Firebolt was a 
disappointment to many, but provides a perfect excuse to 

do it all again! 
 

                                           Figure 5.3  Big Rock H-D Open Day report taken from the Big Rock Website.�
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Figure 5.4  Report on the ‘After Christmas Party’. 
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Northumberland Tour  
Success for the Wardrobe Man, Mr Geoff Bayne  

 
Eleven bikes met up at the Blythe Services on the A1 for 
the ride up to Wooler. Four others joined us later in the 
evening in Wooler.  
Having hit the rain on the A1 just south of Scotch Corner, 
we carried on regardless knowing that there would be a 
hot cuppa at Geoff’s Mum’s in Morpeth – and welcome it 
was too, even the pasties and cakes went down a treat - 
thanks Geoff’s Mum! 
We left Morpeth in search of somewhere warm and dry 
where we could disrobe and dry out before tasting the 
local delights was awaiting our presence. The missus and 
I found ourselves sharing a cottage at the rear of the 
Black Bull with Kev & Gill, and Richard & Sue. We even 
had our very own sitting room with refrigerator! 
About half the gang stayed at the ‘Bull’ and the other at 
the Ryecroft Hotel, just a stones-throw away. 
With the bike stored in a local garage, locked up and safe, 
we hit the Co-Op for a few cannies (just in-case eh?). 

 
Saturday saw a brighter sky - well, the 
clouds were less threatening anyway. We 
headed out at 10am for the ride to the 
Northumberland coast via several scenic 
routes and places of interest. Geoff took the 
lead and a Geordie Chapter member, Lol, 
took the tail end of the group. 
Geoff, dressed up in his waterproofs, told us 
to keep an eye on him, as he’d point out 
places of interest along the way. The 
problem was that no-one could see Geoff as 
his wet suit was RAF issue camouflage and 
he blended in so well with the countryside! 

We stopped at a Bamburgh Castle and 
found we’d lost a few bikes en route. When 
they finally turned up, we discovered that 
the Geordie Chapter had their own way of 
doing the ‘Second Man Drop-off System’. 
Lol, the Geordie chap, had decided he 
fancied showing some of the tail enders 
what Holy Island was like…..hmm.  
Our next port of call was Alnmouth. It was a 
busy little market town, and finding 
somewhere to part the scooters wasn’t 
easy. So, we parked up in the Market 
Square. The only problem was that there 
was a market in the Square, and one of the 
stallholders didn’t take too kindly to our 
presence. He made a right arse of himself�
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in front of the locals, who, incidentally, 
were in agreement with us! A little more 
grease and Geoff would be able to re-do 
his wheel bearings! Next stop was 
Hermitage Castle, just outside Amble, 
where we met up with Geoff’s Mum & 
Dad again. The main part of the castle is 
pretty well intact; I was just wondering 
when they’d get the roof finished. On to 
Newcastle and Just Harley’s. The JH’s 
café was a welcome stop and the idea of 
coffee tables outside the shop allowed 
HD riders to meet and chat over a coffee or 
tea (hint, hint, Big Rock).  

Four Geordie riders joined us for the 
journey inland toward Wooler. They did an 
excellent marshalling job for us as we 
negotiated the busy Newcastle roads. But, 
all good things had to come to an end; we 
saw the last of the sunshine on a 
mountainside between Rothbury and 
Wooler. By the time we stopped to don out 
‘wets’, we were soaked once again. Back in 
Wooler, we all met up after hot showers, 
etc., and headed off to the Ryecroft for a 
meal with the rest of the crew. As soon as 
we paid the bill, we were back in the Black 
Bull where the atmosphere was more 

conducive to the loud rumblings of Harley-talk and rain clouds. After several beers and little-
uns, I found myself (and I must admit, I was not alone) well oiled and hitting the disco (which 
was quite conveniently situated at the rear of the ‘Bull’ and next door to our ‘cottage’). After 
ten minutes or so of boom-boom-boom, it was back to the cottage for a little more peaceful 
chat and to finish off my drink. 

Sunday morning and the sun showed its face between fluffy grey and white clouds. The 
early morning rain was beginning to dry on the roads, and as Del was working on Monday, 
we had to leave. This was also true for Wilson & Marie, Glyn & Chris and Richard & Sue. 
After the group had departed for their ride-out, escorted by a couple of Geordie Chapter, we 
headed south for home. There’s more to tell, but time is not on my side, and War & Peace 
comes to mind, suffice to say, Colin was glad his battery terminals were loose, Leslie & Co 
were glad they’d brought flippers and why is everyone called Kevin?? Oh yes, and there was 
something about a large phallic symbol that Stuart was placing in his mouth, but I don’t much 
recall anything more than that… oh, apart from the fact that he was going to meet with some 
chap the following night to compare phalluses. I’ll leave the rest to your imaginations! 

                                                     Dai 
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The 10th Fenlanders Rally  
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