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Wales Tour, Tenby 2003

Sherwood Chapter with Brothers from ‘Cangen Cymraeg

Passports at the ready
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St. David... the Patron Saint of Wales
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Many thanks to Dai Gunter for organising a briltiaveekend
down in south Wales. He even got the weather fightnost of
the time!!!!

Kath and | were most impressed with the magnifieaaistline
scenery, the A40, Tenby, the beer and of coursexbellent
company!!!

Nice to see it was similar to last years trip tarthomberland ir
that we didn’t get lost or split up till we met thecals and let
them ‘help’ out.

Many thanks once again to Dai and Del for a great r

Steve Cranston (Lincoln area) and the Bros (JokinPaate
Allsopp) (Mansfield area) have been organising sgreat
rideouts on Monday and Wednesday evenings alorigseine
Sundays. They put a lot of effort into these eveamid run them
even if nobody else turns up, but considering 8tsrwood
Chapter has one of the biggest memberships inahetoy it is
shame that even in good weather it is not unknawoiily half
a dozen bikes to attend. Thanks go to all who ¢gpaer these
events (and others organised by the other roacioaptut
more support would be nice to see. Are there tooymigeouts,
do you want to ride the Hog, is there somethingngrim the
places they go , have you any suggestions???? Please reply to
the Q and Q, don'’t forget these events are foofalls. If you
are new to the chapter, have no fear as you withbde most
welcome. Enough said!!!!!

Jeff the Geordie

I "# 8 + ' H + ' #



Sherwood Rally 2003
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Sherwood Chapter Members Deliver to STRUT

Sherwood Chapter’'s MarkWilkinson posed with othemmbers of Sherwood Chapter when
they delivered over £700-worth of washing machiné dishwasher to STRUT, Lincoln, in
October. Thanks to Robin Hood

Harley-Davidson, the units were

delivered in the shop’s van, escorted

by a dozen Harleys. There were big

smiles on the kid’'s faces when they

heard the ‘Rolling Thunder’

approaching the new STRUT

premises, on Wragby Road, Lincoln,

and even bigger smiles when the kids

sat on the bikes and imagined they too

were Harley Riders. Mark’s wife,

Bev, works at STRUT as a Team

Leader and Fundraiser, where the new

premises are in the process of being equippedifant-$erm care for children with disabilities
who live in Lincolnshire. “We give the children tikhance to have a social life. We
encourage their independence by teaching lifesskila safe, fun environment. With greater
independence comes more self-esteem and confidence.

Figure 6.22 STRUT receive new equipment from Sherwoo@hapter.

Motorcycle Instructor Takes Sherwood Chapter Membes
Through Their Paces

Geoff McManus, motor instructor with CY of Lincolnisited Sherwood Chapter’s Lincoln
Area venue at The Sun Inn, Saxilby on the N8vember, to give a short presentation, nay,
chat on general motorcycle safety and handlingfiGeoched on various aspects of the
craft, from the use of the rear brake for u-tuménding your line when riding through
bends. Most of the evening’s
discussion centred on a common
sense approach... but not everyone
has the common sense needed to be a
safe rider. “It's amazing how many
people think they are good riders.
Until | was trained properly about
five years ago, | thought |
was a good rider,” says Geoff who’s
owned various sets of two-wheeled
machines for over thirty years. “It's
only since my training have | realised
what I've been missing out on. Now |
can really enjoy my motorcycling,
knowing I'm a safer rider.
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It WAS a Dream Come True!

More than 2 years in the planning, Bruce and | decided to make the trip this year, Harley Davidson's 100th anniversary year.
To ride across America on a Harley is many people’s dream, and we were no different, the difference was we were going to
doitl

The talking stopped and the action started. | booked the hire bikes by e-mail in July 02. Between then and H-D releasing any
details about the festiviies seemed an age. We looked on the web site at places to stay in Milwaukee but decided to take pot
luck.

Earlier this year my riding buddy booked 2 nights in San Francisco, at a hotel that my mum and dad recommended, to start
the adventure off and we also booked the flights with BA.

H-D started releasing details of the various rides home, so we decided to join the south west route, one of 4, a great choice as
it transpired.

The departure day came hurtling towards us like an express train and the excitement grew. We got the dollars and packed 2
holdalls each, 1 large and 1 small, not bad for 23 days; my daughter said she would need 3 suitcases. We hoth took tents,
sleeping bags, leathers, spare shoes and the essentials, then off to the airport on the 10th August and after a long fiight found
San Francisco in a heat wave. Itis a great city, Eagle Rider, the hire company, sent a stretch limo to pick us up, nice touch!

The first thing we did was head for the Golden Gate bridge, riding across it was awesome, what a feeling! then down the
pacific highway, wow! We turmed in land and headed for Yosemite. We stayed in a motel in Merced along the way; it was stil
around 90 degrees, phew!



Yosemite was stunning, mountains, trees and lakes, we got the last spot on a campsite by a lake, and the sunset was
beautiful, although the danger of bears along with the cold didn't aid sleep. Up early and across the desert to Las Vegas, past
death valley, the heat was almost unbearable. That day there was a distinct lack of gas stations, one building we saw on the
horizon tumed out to be a brothel; we made it to Beatty on fumes, at a crawl.

Las Vegas had grown since my last visit 5 years earlier and air conditioning is still a must and such a relief. | gave Bruce the
tour and we checked out the H-D cafe which included Captain America, the new hotels and yes a lap dancing club.

The dealership in Las Vegas is the biggest in the world and we watched as Peter Fonda and Nancy Sinatra led a celebrity
ride. We made contact with some Geordie lads and lasses who said they had somewhere to camp in Milwaukee, so theyd
ask if we could join them.

| also met Terry Jackson of Las Vegas HOG who does their newsletter, she asked me for my thoughts on the trip so I've e-
mailed her.

The 2 of us left for Flagstaff, Arizona that morning on part of the old route 66, stayed ovemight, then off to the Grand Canyon.
The views are breathtaking, not just the canyon but the roads all around, wonderful rock formations and colours. After a night
at Kanab, Utah, we sought Bryce Canyon, stunning! Then on to Bluff where we watched humming birds feeding and stayed
at a motel resembling a big log cabin.

Monument Valley the next morning was everything we expected and more, we were totally gobsmacked. This is real cowboy
and Indian country. Passing back through Arizona destination Albuwuerque, New Mexico the land got flatter but the heat was
still on as we crossed the Rio Grande. They had a street party for us, thousands of bikes, bars and fun.

Into Texas on the interstate the smell from 2 massive cattle pens was powerful, just like my Electraglide. The Amarillo dealer
party at Tripps was in our opinion the best, as we arrived, there were free burgers, hotdogs, water, sodas, and a band. Wilie G
signed my waistcoat and said he liked my mohawk haircut. After breakfast borritos, doughnuts and coffee we made for
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the heat again was incredible, when we got to the city we checked out the brickyard where the
street party was starting off, then onto the dealer party similar again to Amarillo, but it started lightening and thundering. We
were so overheated that we stood in the rain and got soaked, bliss. At night we visited the memorial to the Oklahoma City
bombing, quite moving.

The next stop was Kansas City, Missouri, very hot and very flat. Passed a sign for El Dorado. Thunder in the Heartland was
the bike meet, the numbers were growing, and we also went into the factory. Although we didn't see much. Then we carried
on north to meet the Brits from Las Vegas, into lowa and then with them across the Mississippi into Wisconsin to meet Dick
our host for the last five nights in a small town called Neosho near Milwaukee, the excitement and expectation still growing.

Fifteen of us camped in his garden, though there was plenty of room. There was a pool and an open fire we would sit round at
night talking about the day’s events, drink beer and eat chili and sloppy Joes. We visited the summer fest park, state fair park,
the art museum and veteran’s park to see as much H-D stuff as we could, as well as the Wisconsin dealers to get our points
card stamped to give us a chance to win a new Harley.

The big concert on the last night was great although some of the yanks didn't think much to Elton John as the main artist (did
seem an odd choice) but the fireworks were the best ever.

Monday afternoon 23 days and nearly 4400 miles later we rode into a very wet Chicago to part company with the bikes and
get the plane home. Absolutely tired out but still amazed that we had done it, we made new friends from all over the world and
we actually did LIVE THE DREAM!

Steve Insley
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