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Work for Idle Hands           Dave Wallington (aka Idle Hans) 

You know how it is. The Harley a year old, some decent riding in the bag, a little polishing 
and some of the more tasteful shiny bits out of the Parts Catalogue. And now the prospect of 
three cold months just looking and planning, while the gritters pound past your front door. In 
that time you just have to find something on the bike that would be perfect, if only it was a bit 
bigger, smaller, shinier…etc, etc. In my case it was all the black spaghetti in the headlamp 
and handlebar area. Forty years of minimalist British and Italian bikes had given me the idea 
for a project-of-the-week. De-clutter the bars! 
We started with the easy stuff – a relocation kit for the turn signals. This left me with ‘just’ 
the switch harnesses to tuck into the bars, as an encore. Anyone who’s familiar with this task 
will know that it’s necessary to pull the harness out of the frame to expose the connectors.   
H-D thoughtfully provide a loop of surplus wiring at the back of the frame tube to lead you 
into thinking it’s going to be easy. Just imagine, me pushing an inch of harness up the Dyna’s 
back passage, and running round to the front and pulling a bunch of wires out of its throat in 
turn, for about half an hour. This was carnal knowledge on a biblical scale! 
After all that intimacy, the connectors emerged, pins were removed and the shorn wires 
passed into, along, and out of the appropriate section of handlebar. There’s probably another 
anatomical analogy, but I’m not prepared to go there…. I’d previously drilled the bars and 
elongated the holes to the minimum size necessary to take the wiring. 
I took this opportunity to re-route all the wiring around the headstock area, to neaten things 
up a tad, before reassembling and testing. All was ok, and it looked a peach. But then it 
should have been – I’d spent two days on the job. Oh yes, and consumed just two quid’s 
worth of materials, viz tie-wraps and shrink-wrap tubing! 
Browsing the Harley forums recently, someone with a Dyna vibration problem discovered a 
sizeable gap between their frame and the front rubber mount when removing the two front 
screws. This was presumably due to manufacturing tolerances, but it is bad news as simply 
tightening these two screws uses up a proportion of the available compliance in the rubber. 
The designed characteristics of the front mount can be regained by measuring the gap with 
feeler gauges and making up a spacer with two holes 1.25” apart for the socket screws. My 
gap was a less alarming .06”. 
To ensure my idle hands made a proper job of it, I completed the following actions:- 

·  Supported the machine vertically, with blocks at the rear of the frame. 
·  Placed a jack under the engine so that the two screws could be turned with just the 

fingers before measuring the aforementioned gap. 
·  Inserted the spacer and tightened the screws up to specified torque figures. 

Finally, if anyone is tempted to do this work on the mounting, I’d advise them to get the 
alignment checked as soon as possible by their friendly H-D technician. 
All I need now is some decent weather before my hands start twitching again….. 

         Figure 9.9 The first of the project reports.�
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Lincoln Area Sunday Ride Outs 2006 
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Fountains Abbey 
Great day out, sunny weather, good company and 300+ miles of road to cover. Lead Road 
Captain Roger Williams, Tailend Charlie Steve Cranston. 11 bikes set off 09:30 ish Carholme 
Road Grandstand Lincoln. 



Up the A1 from Lincoln through Ripon to the first stop Fountains Abby and the new visitor 
centre for lunch. Back on 2 wheels for Hawes via Pately Bridge and Kettlewell, travelling 
through some of the most glorious views England has to offer of Nidderdale and Wharfedale. 
Another lunch at Hawes with 13 in the pack after picking up another 2 in the dales. 
Out over the desolate Yorkshire Dales after lunch with 3 new road captains in lead, taking the 
form of a yew and 2 lambs that made a 200 meter dash on the correct side of the road right in 
front of Rodger. No matter what he tried they just wouldn't go to the verge!! Down to Settle 
and on to Harrogate then Down the A1 back Home. 
Fantastic Day out, the longer ride outs are always the best. You always get more of 
everything. Congratulations to Roger and Steve who seem to be giving some great ride outs 
this year. 
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Mark and Charlotte Tector  

Figure 9.11 Two reports from Lincolnshire. 

 

Lance Victor 
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Waddington International Airshow 2006 
 

As you know Waddo went very well this year and I've attached the photo (below). There are 
40 Harleys in there somewhere (well more than Goldwings yippee). We donated over £60 to 
the charities fund. Thanks to everyone who contributed and Carol for collecting. Don't 
believe anyone who tells you that you don't have to wear a helmet coz you get in the sh*t 
with both civvy and RAF coppers!!!!!!!! Well I do anyway. 
 
Y.I.Man 
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WHO ATE ALL THE SCONES? 
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WHEELIE GOOD EUROPEAN RALLY 
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Whose bright idea was this? This was our first question when we arrived at Margam Country 
Park, Port Talbot, South Wales on a wet Friday before Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Pete 
Clifford wanted to blame me, but we eventually concluded that it was Dai’s fault, as he was the 
first to mention the rally. 
Pete and I had set out from Bingham at 10am in what we considered to be wet but acceptable 
weather conditions. I should point out that the paint on my bike was only just dry, as I had only 
collected it the evening before (gives credibility to American Chopper). Thanks to Kev for the 
long hours putting it back together and putting up with numerous phone calls etc. 
Anyway, the journey started poorly, with abnormal amounts of traffic on the road till we got to 
the A42/M42. As we passed Birmingham, the rain stopped and riding became almost enjoyable. 
A quick stop at the services and it was the M5 and M50 into Wales. We had decided to ride down 
avoiding the M4 and skirting the Brecon Beacons. This was probably a mistake, as rain and mist 
soon obliterated any scenic views. A stop at a small café, that turned out to be a Wimpy, had us 
engaged in conversation with members of the Yamaha V Twin Club. After the ritual abuse, we 
wished them a safe ride to their rally (they pulled away with a slight rumble – it doesn’t matter 
what they do, you can’t beat the sound of a real Twin!) 
So, a bit more riding, not lost once, we arrived at the site. We paid our entry fee - £45 – yes, £45! 
– and wandered over to collect our free rally packs. I won’t bother telling you what was in the 
pack, but there was no t-shirt or pin. At rally HQ, a free coffee and Welsh cake was being offered. 
Unfortunately, all the cakes had gone. The two ladies (wo)manning the HQ were very hospitable 
and listened to our moaning and suggested we may wish to find somewhere dry to set up camp, as 
the site was becoming boggy. Boggy!! In places it was a bloody paddy field, but like hard brave 
bikers, set up camp we did. Thanks Pete for the assistance. I had taken my new 5 berth deluxe 
hotel tent - bastard to put up in the wind! 
So, with tents up, the obvious place to go was the marquee for beer! On entering the marquee we 
were met with the sight of Great Western Chapter members hoovering the water on the floor up 
with a wet and dry vacuum cleaner!! 
So far, you are probably thinking, I’m glad I didn’t go. Well you couldn’t be further from the 
truth. £45, no pin, no t-shirt, wet, muddy, no Welsh cakes and a flooded marquee sounds terrible, 
but, as they say, things can only get better. And it did. And it was not just the large amounts of 
beer and vodka consumed that made it a rally to attend next year. 
Food was provided by an outside caterer who had set up a field kitchen attached to the marquee. 
Reasonably priced, varied and hot - although they wanted to shut at 9.30 - the DJ (Rob Paston) 
persuaded them to continue till midnight. We had just eaten and wandered back to the tents to 
change when we found Dai had arrived, so it was back to the marquee for more beer and vodka. 
Such is life! 
Three bands and the best DJ I have heard in a long, long time. Question: Why do the majority of 
DJs get people dancing and enjoying themselves to then play some obscure track that clears the 
dance floor? Is it some special DJ code of conduct? Well, there’s always an exception to prove 
the rule and this DJ was absolutely brilliant. Those of you who have attended the Cider Rally will 
know him. If you are having a party, wedding etc., this is definitely the man to have. 



The bands were good, with one appealing especially to the women – a totally starkers bass player 
– in that weather!! The last band was still playing when we ventured off to the tents at about 
12.30. Surprising how knackered you get when riding in what I believed to be poor visibility. 
Well, the next day changed my mind on what actually IS poor visibility. 
Saturday morning – slight drizzle/showers. Woke up, wandered over to the now near floating 
marquee and had breakfast. Dai was off to his Mum’s, so Pete and I had a debate about what to 
do? Three ride outs were planned, each leaving site every half hour from 10.30am. The original 
expectation of the Head Road Captain was for each ride to consist of around 50 riders. Because of 
the weather, the decision was made to have just one ride out, which Pete and I decided to go on. 
We set off, and had done approximately 10 
miles when we rode past ‘Snakes Pix’ - the 
official photographer, who takes pictures of 
the ride as you pass (bloody good idea). We 
continued on through the now torrential rain, 
up into the Brecon Beacons. The first stop 
was to be at the 40 mile marker, where the 
official video man was to film the ride out. 
I’ll give you the gist of a phone call between 
the video man and the DJ: 
Video man - “Hello - do you know if the 
ride out has left yet?” 
DJ – “Not sure. I will ask someone.”  
He asks the Head Road Captain. 
DJ – “Yes. Ride left at 11.30.” 
Video man – “How many on the ride?” 
Again, DJ asks the Head Road Captain. 
DJ – “Seven!” 
Yes, Pete and I were 2 of the seven idiots riding in what can only be described as atrocious 
weather conditions. The other 5 were all members of Great Western. 3 of them Road Captains!! 
At this point I would like to say a big thank you to them. I’m not sure if I would have fancied 
taking a ride out in those conditions. 
After a short stop at the forty mile point, where video and the photograph below were taken, we 
continued on to the half way point. 
Point of interest - Pete’s way of greeting the local inhabitants in their car – punching the mirror 
off!! Well, not quite. As we were going round a right hand bend up one of the mountains, large, 
and I mean large, pieces of gravel were in the road. Pete moved over (still on his side of the road, 
I must add) when a local inhabitant came the other way. The resulting contact between the car’s 
wing mirror and Pete’s hand resulted in the mirror disintegrating, with bits flying off everywhere. 
An unfortunate accident, but luck did shine that day as it could have been a lot worse. Note to 
Pete – consider removing Buffalo bars and replacing with less extreme Beach type??? 
So, arrived at café for late lunch, where food and drink was eagerly consumed and a chance to be 
in the dry. Well most of us anyway. Pete’s waterproofing of his jacket before we left did not 
count for much, as he left pools of water all round his feet. 
As we left the café, the sun was shining and what a welcome sight it was, too. We started the ride 
back, which took us over the Black Mountain. We had already encountered gated roads, where 
sheep aimlessly wander about; one had wandered that bit too far and the remains had to be 
avoided, but the scariest part of the ride was as we approached the Black Mountain summit. 
Visibility was reduced to approximately 20 feet and, because of the mist, only the bike 
immediately in front of you was visible. Combine this with sharp bends and wandering sheep, it 
made for some interesting riding. A comment later from the local boys was ‘You were lucky you 
couldn’t see the sheer drops’. Thanks. 



Anyway, we arrived safely back at the site and, after a warm drink, went to find the showers. I 
mention this because if anyone thinks there is nothing worse than temporary showers, they are 
mistaken. These showers were clean and hot with plenty of water. 
Dai had returned and we did consider not talking to him for the rest of the weekend as he had had 
Welsh cakes at his Mum’s and hadn’t brought any back for his friends!!!! Well, maybe he had, 
but he hadn’t brought any back for me and Pete! Does anyone know what Welsh cakes are? Pete 
and I certainly don’t, mainly ‘cos we never got the chance to find out!! So, back to the marquee 
for more food and beer, etc. Whilst we had been out, others had been busy, as the marquee now 
had a floor consisting of pallets and plywood!! 
Another 3 bands and, in my opinion, ‘God Save The Queen’ was the best of them. When I had 
originally seen the band list, and saw the above were a punk band, I thought ‘Oh dear, The 
Damned at Fenlanders again’. How wrong was I? They were brilliant, though not the highlight of 
the evening. 
The highlight came when the seven riders who braved the conditions were asked to come to the 
stage and were presented with Hog the Parc pins. The seven riders are now known as The 
Magnificent Seven! Pete and I were about to leave the stage when we asked to stay, as we were 
made honorary members of Cangen Cymraeg and given top rocker patches. We will wear these 
with pride – thanks. 
Snake Pix had the photos of the ride out, and, for the first time ever, he sold one to every rider 
who went. 
We awoke to good weather on the Sunday and we decided to strike camp and head home early. 
But first, we joined the ride out to Porthcawl. I would estimate that a good 200 bikes took part in 
this ride out of about 20 miles, which ended in a grand parade along the sea front. As with our 
own local Skeggy ride, not a lot beats riding with people admiring your pride and joy – your bike, 
obviously! 
We headed back to camp, packed up and went for a ride to the Mumbles. Dai’s friend, Chalky, 
led the way and we enjoyed what we were told was the best ice cream in Wales – who am I to 
argue? It was good. 
We had a good ride back, and as we retraced our journey, it became apparent that there is some 
beautiful scenery to be seen, as long as the weather stays fine. Had we stayed the extra night, it 
was a three day rally after all; there was a ride-in custom show, silly games and a further night’s 
entertainment to enjoy. 
Thanks again to The Great Western Chapter, the weather was against you all the way, but all 
three of us will be back next year. 
Cheers, 
Darren 
�
�������(��.�������� �����
������)������**$��������� $�"������&������

�
�
Emergency Aid for Motorcyclists 
�
4��������"�������
�$����
������	�#��	���
���������� �������
�
������
��������	������
��������������
��
(����
���� �����
��#
��
#
���

�������������������
��
��
���
�����
� �������"�
����������#
�!���

�����������
��
����
������������ ����������
�
��
��	��#
��������
����������
�������������"����� 	������
���������,
�����"
���
������
�����������
���
�����
 �����������������������������
		
��
��
����"���
(�M
�!�����
����
����
��
#
����#
����
�
�� �
��"������
��
�
���������
����#
���
	������
�(�
%
�����
��
��������
������
������
�����������
����� ��������������
�������	����
�����
�
�
���������������������
���������"����
���
�������� ����	
(� ��
���������
+��
����������	
������������������������ �
�������(4��
�����������:�����

�����
 ������������� � ��$�������� ������
����



�
�

�
�
�������(7����*�� ������**$���������$�"�
�5�������

�

�

�

�



.�,�8,5,	"����.�,�5�,�8>	�<,88�

������������&�1������	������	� !�����&"
1���	���
�� ����!�����0�����
�����&�
��� ���
��#�
����5�	��0�
"�"���������!�&���������0� 
"�
���������
"��������
���

�����
������
"��������
���&���#�"� �������0"����"� �0�����2��
���"�����������&�
"�
���&"
1�
"�����&�"�0���	���"�� "���!�����������1�"�
��&���
��
��&������&�#��
����
"�
�������
����"��������
��� �� �
"��"�&"0��������"���

���
�� ���� #��� 
"�
� "���4
� ��
� "� � ��0�� ��	�� ��� 
"� �  ���� ������ 
"��� "���

�"�����
"�������
�&�
"��2��
%���1��!��
�@�� ��������
"����
"��!�����1����
"��"� &"������
1����������� ����&���#������
���������

�� �
	��

�������0����������&�� ����2�/������01�
"������ �0"����0�������
����

����!�
�	��������������"��1�
!����������#��	����������
��������
"��������������� ���&�
"������������#�
"���������!������
�������
���
����	���"1�
"���&�
��&�
"�������&�� �������	"��	��
 ����=��	���
���
"�����	
������
��2��
%���1� ��� 
"�� �����0���� ��� �� !����� �������� �� 	��
�� 
 "�
�  �����
� ��&"
1� 
"��&�� ����� � !��"��� "� 1�
	�����&�"� �
��	���"�
��
"����#"��
����������!����� �	� ��&�
�����
�#���5
�
���������"���������!�&��

"�
�"��� !������ ����2� ���"�� ���� 
"���1� ���!��� 
�� � 
�1� 
"�� �����&�� �����  ���� 
"����0��� 
�0�����
"� 2� %���1� 
"��� !����1� ��
� !���&� ���� 
�� &�
�� �#1� �
 ��
��� 
"��0��&� 
"��&�� �
� 
"�� &�� ����� ��� 
"���
�##���	"���"� 2�.������1�0�
"���
"��&������
��
"��0 �!�
���!���1�"���
��
������&��&��
����"�#���
���	�� ��
����
"�����
����

���&�� ����2��
�!��
���"������ �����0��1�	� #������
"�������
1�0�� ��
0��!��������

��&��������
"��	� #�����
�����&�
�!��
� 
"���� ���4�� ����� ���� 
"�� ������ � ��� 
"��0���� !��0��&� ��� 
"���� ��	��� ��� 
"��� ����� �	����� 
"��

��
� 	���
��2� 9�� 
"�� �
�������� ��� 
"�� ��&"
� ���1� 
" ��� "����� 0"�
� �������� 
�� 
"� � ����� 	"��	"� !�����
���&��&����1��#�����
��
�&�
��&1�������
"������!��� ������&�����&�
"�����������0�
"�
"��&�� ������!��
�

��&�
� "� 2� ��������� 
�� ���1� !���&�#��
� ��� 
"�� !��� �� !��
"��"���1� 
"���#��	������ 
��0���� ���� 
"��
&�� �������
���
"�����
���������������
��
"����&"
2 �
-���&�&��
�����
��
"��
0��!�����1�
"�������������&� ��������
��#���
"� �����
"����"��#1�!�
1��������
�� ��
!��������1�
"�����������
���		�#
�����
�#�����#�� � �
���� �"� 2���
�!���&�����
����
���&���������&��
����
�	��1�
"������!�����	�
�
0��#��	���������
"��� ��� �"���������!�&��
�����������
������!����
����	" �
���2�)��
"���#��	���
"� ������	"����
"��!����4�� �
 ��	�	���1���������
��
"��&���������#����!��2��"��

����� ���� �����0������� 
"��� 
���� 
"�� 
0��
��
������ � 
"�
�0�
"�
"����!�����#��	��� ��� 
"����!����1�
"���
0�����!��#��
�	
������ �
"�������&�� ���������
"�
� ���
"���0�����
������
���!��1�
"���	�����=��
����&�

"��!���������������0�!�����0�����	� ��
��
"������� 2��
��1�0"���
��� ���� ���� �� !����� 0�
"� �� !���1� ���� ���0� 
"�
� "�*�"�� "��� !���� !������� 0�
"� 
"��  ��
�
� #��
��
�
"��&���������:��������"�#���� ��������0� !����2��
9�� ����#�	�� �#� �� ��� ���� -���� ��� ����� �0�1�
"�� �&� 	�0����0���1�!�
� ��� ����� !���� ���&�
��� 
�� ���1� 
"��
#�0���������!���1������������0�
"�
��� �0"��������" �
�����#�	�����������"��#��&�
���������
������2��
)�*
��
�������<�**� �
9
�"���!������
����
����
���

�	"���!�����!����
��
 "�����
��0��&��&��� 1�
���� � !�������!��
"��������
���
����0"��"�
��&������0�������&2��
9
4����� ����
"��&1�!�
�
"�����������!�����!������� 	"��������
"�
1����0������1��
�&�
�����
������
���� �"��2�
�
����
� ��0��&�
���0��0��"��&�����#����"��&��
1�0� ������� ��������������������
���������
"��&"
��

����
��
"�� �����&����!���&����
"��0���2��
���0�����������"����
"��!�������&1�0�����0�
"�
���� �!��
"�����������
�������������&�0�
"��������"�0�
������
�0�����!��
��=����
"� �0�
"������&��� ��
��� 2��
���� ��!�1�=��
� ��!�1�
"����5
�
� ������
��
����	�  ����#L�
"���0����!��
"����
��"��#���J222������&�
���0���� � !���
"� �!��#����"��&�
"��!����

���������	�
����
��
�����	 �

�
�������(��2**�$������ ����9��3��������������
���
�� �������*
����**��



�

�
����������5�����=��������3��9�� ���������

�

�



HOGGIN THE BEAVER III 

Hoggin’ the Beaver just gets better and better, and it was good to see old riding buddies 
again. The Entertainment was good and it was a great idea to be able to sit outside and listen 
to the music as it was a beautiful evening and the Castle looks awesome in the evening. 
The rideout on Saturday was top notch with Sam leading the way to the Belvoir Castle and 
then into Rutland proper, on good roads and great scenery 
The Crown at Tur Langton made us more than welcome with live music and a BBQ. Hope 
we go there next year hint! 
Unfortunately on the way back to the site Elaine and myself had a spill during that 
unforgettable storm. And at this point in the letter, we would like to thank the people who 
stopped their cars and came to our assistance this being at the height of the storm. We would 
also like to say a very special thank you to three riders from Nene Valley Chapter who took 
control of the situation at no small risk to themselves, they were ill equipped for the weather 
conditions and suffered some discomfort to make sure Elaine and myself were as safe and 
comfortable as possible. They also stayed at the scene to help with the bike. 
All I can say is men like you are what real Bikers are all about THANKS.  
We would also like to thank everybody who phoned visited and helped us in the last few 
days not forgetting the flowers and fruit great stuff thanks. 
Whoever left the red balloon on the gate I have tied it to Elaine’s cast to help lighten it. 
Tony & Elaine 
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Sherwood Rally 7 

This year’s Sherwood Rally couldn’t come fast enough for me. After last year’s upset 
and cancellation, a new venue at Woodland Waters 
whetted my appetite such that I had to wear a bib for all of August!!! 
Much planning had gone into getting the rally right, trying to maintain the successes 
of the previous 6 Sherwood rallies and expectations, building on the excellent venue 
at Woodland Waters. 
The venue was second to none, with excellent amenities – it was a pleasure to peg 
out the tent without hitting any stones! The staff were extremely friendly and very 
happy to meet us (including Jim). With over 400 pre-paid tickets sold, we were 
expecting in excess of 500 to attend, and we weren’t disappointed. The weather 
forecast didn’t do us any favours, but those who were in two minds and listened to 
the BBC’s Met Office dropped a clanger… Friday was fine and sunny, Saturday 
started a little damp but brightened up, 
and then Sunday was sunny but blustery. 
Compared to the rest of the country, we 
were extremely lucky. Visiting Chapters 
included Great Western, Nene Valley, 
Fenlanders, Hatters & Oxford Chapters 
representing the bulk of visitors, apart 
from our very own members of course. 
Plenty of music, beers and good company 
made up the recipe for a lively weekend, 
and with some fancy dress from several of 
our members on the Saturday night, it all 
added to the success of the rally. 
Pete Wright led the ride out on Saturday 
morning… the mystery ride – to Lincoln. 
The 80 bikes that turned out to brave the 
threatening clouds were escorted by our 
Marshals, Road Captains & Lincolnshire 
Police to the escorted route into Lincoln 
City centre and onto the Brayford Wharf. A 
pleasant afternoon was spent in and 
around Lincoln whilst, back at Woodland 
Waters, the chapter marquee suffered a little mishap when a gust of wind bent one 
or two of its steel trusses. Thanks to Steve Cranston and Jeff Bayne for sorting out 

the route and liaison with the Lincolnshire 
Business Improvement Group and 
Lincolnshire Police. 
Saturday evening’s shenanigans finished 
off the with the aforementioned live 
entertainment (Rain performed a brilliant 
set of 60’s hits), presentations for the Ride 
In Show, the raffle and an impromptu 
presentation to several Welsh lads from 
Great Western when Darren and Pete 
presented a handful of patches to the 
Magnificent 7 (see last issue of the Q&Q 



and Darren’s rideout at Hoggin’ the Parc). 
A bright Sunday morning drove away the night’s dampness… or was it the blustery 
wind? Anyway, it was a dry ride home for all and the 
end to yet another successful Sherwood Chapter Rally. 
And finally, a special thanks to all the helpers and volunteers who help make Rally 7 
the success it was. 
Dai 
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SHOCKING TRUTH REVEALED AS SENIOR 
ROAD CAPTAIN STEPS 

DOWN 
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