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Eurofest 2007 - Port Grimaud, St Tropez (via the Ci
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Hoggin’ The Beaver IV
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Fuengirola — European HOG Rally 2(

When my name was pulled out of the bag to carnfl#tgeand represent the Sherwood Chapter at
the European Rally in Fuengirola, | was

overwhelmed. Janis and | were congratulated

and told what a thrill and emotional experience it

would be for us. We were also told that it would

be exhaustive, hot, sticky and a bit of an

endurance test! Over the next few weeks | had

many sleepless nights imagining no end of

things, in particular letting the Chapter down by

losing the flag, losing the pendant or dropping

my bike in front of the whole Harley world!

Then came the journey....!!! Never having

ridden for more than 250 miles in one go and

certainly not overseas | was now facing a 2000

mile return journey. A sea crossing — once again

the sleepless nights began. A natural worrierylsaged that the bike would not be strapped
down properly, would they use a cushion to protegipride and joy? would | forget to disable
the alarm? or would | find my bike floating dowretBay Of Biscay?

Janis had her own set of concerns, how would wk fmadwo in a little bag and two panniers?
What would we wear? and what about her hair sttagyis?

Well we need not have worried, Rainy Dave provittedlflag and much needed moral support
and between Pete Wright, Mark Limer and myself wganised the journey, ferry,
accommodation and route including any stopoversi)Ma evening was spent and many a pint
drunk whilst discussing every aspect of this epieeature.

The day came, all sleepless nights endured aneeatiow had to worry about was taking the sea
sick pills! Well for those of you that remembere tiveather was foul, it had been raining for days
with severe weather warnings issued by the Metc®ffi..marvellous... something else to worry
about.

We set off, four bikes - Pete and Carole, Mark 8od, Clive and ourselves. Our first arranged
stop was at Leicester Forest East to meet Vinder(S8ut Deadly), Kev (Madder Than Max)

and Pete (Buddha).

The weather at this point was ok, then the skydgoker and darker and by the time we got to
Oxford it was raining so hard that rivers were forgnin the roads and visibility was so poor that
we had no alternative but to shelter under thestvath some other drenched Harley riders on
their way to Portsmouth. Thankfully we were sooledb set off again and we would not see
another wet day for the next two weeks.

Portsmouth appeared and my panic rose againpaivlwanted was to get my bike secured on
the ferry. Well, it went without a hitch and | waereéd what all the fuss was about - fear of the
unknown | guess. The sea crossing was like floadimg duck pond and before we knew it and a
few pints later Bilbao loomed. Docked and at thst fpetrol station the magnificent seven was to
become ten as three more - Midnight, Bones and@a ttbbecome new member, Keanie, joined
us.

We had a great ride to Madrid where Kev, Vince, @l Midnight and Bones went their own
way and we spent our first night in Spain and adgorme was had by all.

Day two saw us arriving safely in Fuengirola (Tuggdand what would you think the chances
were of three separate convoys, Rainy and pargnyBnd his party and ourselves travelling
from three separate destinations all having ledlif¢rent times/days all arriving at the same
time?

We now had three days in which to chill out, regjisiurselves and the bikes at the rally and



obtain a flag pole. Friday night proved to be aroslieepless night would | be able to find a
flagpole? would | be able to attach it to my bilef@l could | keep the bike upright on the day of
the rally?

At 8am on Saturday morning | rang Mark Limer gegtiim out of bed asking how do | attach
the flag to the flag pole with Duck tape and ti@ps? Mark to the rescue - his practical help
made light work of it and then onto the meetingnpoff the rally we went. We were eighth in line
- until an event organiser came along to sendludfab a different starting point! Still near to
the front and waiting in line we were really regbhgased that a lot of the Sherwood Chapter
came to wish us well. Thanks to you all.

The parade was everything and more than we imaginiede, the streets were lined with people
waving and cheering. There were thousands of lidda@sg 25 minutes to pass. We felt like
royalty with Janis perfecting her royal wave andhe of us losing a smile all the way round.
Fuengirola came to a stop while Harley-Davidsorktoeer. It was fantastic.

Once the parade had finished it was air guitatseateady because I'd got nothing else to worry
about now and could get on with the serious businésdrinking whilst watching the various
bands which were all varied and good entertainmewas nice that the majority of the Chapter
members gathered together and the Robin Hood tetsdown a storm. | even saw a blow up
doll on the back of a bike wearing one!

It was a great experience and we would like tokHaainy for his support, Pete Wright for being
a great road captain for the two weeks and alChapter members for their company.

It was an experience that Janis and | will nevegdt

Hope to see you at the next European rally, agdufneed anyone to carry the flag............
To the next flag bearers - go for it, do not wand enjoy the experience.

Steve and Janis Kinsey.

ps. Whilst having our
photographs taken with
various Chapter members
around the Chapter flag,
Marjorie Ragg from HOG
news UK wished us luck and
the girls took the opportunity
of having a photograph taken
with her (lets see if it makes
the magazine).
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When | was invited to provide the disco for Sherwood 8, the very first problem for us was how to get
all the disco gear in the car as well as the camping gear. This was solved when we were able to book
a luxurious log cabin for the weekend.

On the Friday morning we loaded up and set off for Woodland Waters with me astride the Sportster
and Sue at the wheel of the disco wagon. We arrived at about 11 am, just as the rigging team (led by
Neil Rose and Pete Wright) were perfecting a great impression of wrestling with a Marquee that
threatened to blow away.

Having decided that there was nothing that we could add to their act, other than more weight, we
asked the ever-cooperative staff of Woody's Bar to open the function room and we went in to take a
look at the best place to set up the disco. We considered a few locations around the room before
deciding that the space at the side of the main stage was big enough and would need the minimum
amount of shifting other stuff about.

It took over an hour to put the gear up and check that it worked, and to my relief, most of it did. One of
the lights refused to do what it was designed to do, and didn’t actually work all weekend, but after |
had forgotten about it, it seems that no one else noticed either.

However, when one of the computers wouldn't start up, | was a lot more worried, especially as it was
the one with lots of music stored on it. After testing everything possible, | realised that the battery
charger had failed and that we had to go and find another — urgently. Have you ever noticed how hard
it can be to find your way round a strange town, and they don’t come much stranger than Grantham!
Eventually, after some swearing and the onset of blind panic, we found not one, but two computer
shops and returned with a brand new, shiny toy to add to the disco heap. Fortunately it worked and
the music, and my own sanity were both restored.

By this time the main Friday night band had arrived and started setting up. | had worked with this lot
before at Hoggin’ The Beaver and knew that their setting up can take a VERY long time. Sure
enough, it did. Bearing in mind that the support band also had to set up and soundcheck, the planned
start time of 6pm for the disco came and went. It was actually after 7:30 by the time | started playing.
Almost immediately, a member of Fenlanders Chapter lurched over to me and said, “You're playing
Midnight Oil. That's brilliant, no one ever plays them.”

Except me, apparently!

After the two band sets, when | went off for some food and a meal, filling in briefly between the bands.
At about midnight we got stuck into some classic rock tracks as well as Carol Wight's special request
— Everlasting Love by Love Affair. Despite the “official” end time of 1am, we actually collapsed in a
heap at about 1:30, tiptoed back to the cabin and tried not to wake the two couples who had the
misfortune to share the cabin with us.

After a “little” ride out on the Saturday, with great food in Nando’s in the middle of Lincoln, we got
back to Woodland Waters to find that the main band’s equipment was all set up and ready to go.
There was no sign of the band themselves, who had apparently arrived much earlier and had finished
their preparations by about 4pm. At this point, | realised that Saturday

night was set to be something special as we were obviously working

with real professionals.

The only small snag was that the support band arrived rather late, but

would just about have been ready by 6pm if their drummer hadn't left

his cymbals at home! Although someone rushed over with them, they

didn’t arrive until 8pm, when the band was already 30 minutes late

going on stage.

| am convinced that the stress of this mistake affected their

performance, although this was forgotten as soon as The Platforms

arrived on stage. They ran through a set of Glam and Rock classics

that started with Sweet’s Blockbuster and encompassed Metallica’s

Enter Sandman and Mud’s Tiger Feet. By the time they left the stage

after their encore, the whole crowd were under their spell. Pete Clifford, alias the Sheriff of
Nottingham, even tried to get them to come back and play all night.

After they had finished, my own contribution to the night was able to pick up on the great atmosphere
and we played right through until 2am (which included the now obligatory request of “Everlasting
Love” for Carol).



From behind the decks, it is easy to see how important the music is to making the weekend a huge
success. It was great fun and it was a privilege to be part of providing the evening experience at our
own chapter rally. Here’s to next time.
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Faaker See - Seemed like a good idea at the time —

Steve Insley
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