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Anderton Boat Lift Ride-Out

The time — 0830, the place — Pegg’s car park, Maldsfwoodhouse, weather — wonderful,
warm, and sunny — everything anyone could ask fegmtravelling with lan Bennett on one
of his Sunday jaunt’s around the country!

#2 ( < +, -

Dick, Gill, Alan ‘Leapy’ Lee, Wilson, and myself,@hup for an interesting day out with the
intention being a nice steady 180 mile cruise wmildest Cheshire to see a structure which
had stood since Victorian Times — in all weatheahly being closed when, in the early 70’s
it threatened to fall down. (remember that lastiis

important!)

Setting off for Tesco’s at Heanor — Mansfield wasety and having ridden several times with
lan on previous occasions — wondered exactly wiverevould end up — and, more
importantly — how would we get there!!

9.30 — Tesco’s and having fuelled up and gottem@ls Piriton (that’s anti-histamine tablets
for hay fever folks) — about 20 machines headedrdatwhat should have been a nice steady
ride — no problems etc. Trouble was — Mother Natuas having none of it!!

As we headed into the hills just after Belper,ighdlbreeze (which was going to finish up as
a small Hurricane, was starting to make the jourmgtly us.) We all battled on towards the
fleshpots of Ashbourne at a steady 50mph forwands2® mph sideways — being mindful of
the local rozzers habit of using unmarked vehitdgsrovide us all with memento’s of the
occasion. Through Ashbourne and out into the sticke/as hoping we would head for
Oakamoor and a day at Alton Towers, but this wasnte the case — and bang on schedule
(well to within 20 minutes!) we all arrived somewhkéndswept at the Churnet Valley
railway — where various refreshments were takeh valish — and the smokers amongst us
managed to calm our nerves!

Just as we left — | noticed that the bikes were@adcausing a bit of a stir amongst the day
visitors — upsetting the local MG Owners Club wiaal turned up to show off their prides
and joy — deep and terrible shame that one — hey ho

1130 — Benno got us rolling again — sadly by noadRiad closed the road in front of us — so
we all had to turn round — now | remember whatltistructor meant — feet off the floor —

Safely round — we set off through the open courdeytowards the Boat lift — it seemed to
take hours — mainly due to the extra few miles & had to negotiate due to Her Majesties
Finest — but — once Jodrill Bank appeared in tséadice — | knew we were getting close.



Arriving at the Boat lift — we had about an hour -
Those of us who had arranged to ride up and down
on it were a bit disappointed because due to the
wind — it had closed!!! — 2 World Wars, Rust, 120
yrs of almost continual use — and this wonder of
engineering is shut

by nothing more than a stiff breeze — oh well c’est
la vie.

Because of this — and some rather ominous black
cloud formations — we all pulled away a bit earlier
than planned — having described to numerous
visitors — the joys of riding in decent weathemed a
the pitfalls of riding under what was quickly
gathering above us!!!

Still, we set off and managed to block up the local
petrol station whilst we did our bit for the oll
companies profit. — By now the weather was turning
a bit chilly — and what with the wind — it was

beginning to be a bit of a drag — we could see the & #2 (< <ll=+ -

hills as we headed back to Derbyshire seemingly

miles away — and they never seemed to get anyrclosiech fun riding through debris from
trees and such —

Just as we got into Congleton — the rain startikie-an idiot — | had no waterproofs — and so
was REALLY looking forwards to the remaining 50sar miles home with a dripping crotch
— however — help was at hand — it just startecetdogring when — joy of joys — the ice cream
farm (it was June remember!!!) appeared in theadist — so we all scuttled in to partake of
tea / coffee and the braver souls — ice cream)(brrr

An hour or so there whilst the weather improved wedvarmed through — life seemed a bit
better — so we all agreed to stay together untidt&u— then head off

on our respective routes.

A fabulous if not windy day out — and everyone gefbit immensely - only hampered by the
lousy weather — however — this is England in Juse we should be used to it.

Big thanks to lan for arranging and leading it +ePand Carole for making sure no one got
left behind and for all of those of us who werenwsstn them — hopefully next time it’ll be
warmer

Rode Safe and had Fun!!!

Steve Fox

0#2 ( <

NOLAN ‘NOGGIN' COYLE

Nolan Coyle, a founder member of Sherwood Chaptatly passed
away earlier this month.

Nolan’s funeral took place at Gilrose Crematorilueicester on 15
October.

Our sympathies go out to Nolan’s family.
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Thunder on the Roads of
Poacher

On Wednesday night you may have heard the thunder of the

Sherwood Chapter motor biking group riding through Poacher.

The bikes or “Hogs”, as they like to call them, which the

Sherwood Chapter ride, are all Harley Davidson bikes. The

group have over 300 members in the UK and over one million

worldwide. The group were invited to Poacher by one of their

female Hog riders Janet, who also happens to be one of the

Activity Team Leaders here at Poacher. The group travel all

around the world including Europe and also locally around

Lincoln and Nottingham. Next year they plan to travel to the USA

in particular to drive down the Hog Riders dream road, Route 66

from Chicago to Los Angeles. One of the riders said “The

reason | love to ride is the lifestyle that comes along with the bike. To look back at all the places
I've adventured to and the amount of friends that I've met truly shares many values that are in
Scouting and Guiding.”

& < % 12 21 ) )

My First Time on a Harley.
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